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Activity 15: Flags 

Suggestions 
 

Suggestion 1 

Have sheets of blank paper and ask participants to draw the flag from their country of origin 

(if working with new setters). Ask for one person from each country represented to stand up 

and explain the colours and significance of their national flag.  

 

Proceed with the rest of the activity as in the Tangata Tiriti - Treaty People book. 

 

 

Suggestion 2 

Show the black & white slide in the slideshow and ask the questions – What colours is it? 

What country is it from? If the group offers British colonies such as Singapore or Hong Kong, 

affirm their answers and ask - Why did you guess that? Affirm that these are British 

colonies, and that they are recognising the British symbols of the cross of St George, and the 

colours red, white and blue. 

 

Leave the coloured flag of the United Tribes showing while you briefly tell the story of the 

Sir George Murray in 1830 (p.48 in the book). This story supports the emphasis on trade in 

Trading Cards. The choice of this flag by the northern rangatira leads straight into the 

Declaration of Independence slide, with more details on p. 48. 

 

Continue with the slideshow. 

 

Suggestion 3 

The four laminated flags can be used to tell a visual story that stretches over several 

activities. 

 

 
 

a) After Activity 10 Trading Cards, the facilitator can tell the story of Māori-owned 

exporting ships not being recognised in Sydney and other foreign ports (see page 48) 
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leading to the choice of a flag by the United Tribes. The slideshow picks this up with the 

story of the Declaration of Independence. At this point, the facilitator can stick the first 

NZ flag to the wall/board with bluetack, and say ‘New Zealand was under this flag’.  

 

 

 

  
 

b) After the activities about Te Tiriti (Activities 11, 12, 13, 14) , the facilitator can say ‘Hone 

Heke expected that the United Tribes flag and the Union Jack would fly side by side on 

the flagpole in Kororāreka’. The facilitator places the Union Jack next to the United 

Tribes flag. 

 

 
 

d) Instead, after signing the treaty, Governor Hobson took down the existing flag, and 

replaced it with the British flag (see page 48). The facilitator can show this action, and 

explain ‘This is why Hone Heke cut down the flagpole’. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

e) After doing Activity 10 RePlaced Names or Activity 16 Laws Attack Māori Society and 

supplementary Activity 16a Maori actions, the facilitator can place the present NZ flag 

over the Union Jack, and put up the Tino Rangatiratanga flag beside it. The Māori actions 

since 1840 show that, to this day, Māori want their independence and control 

recognised, just as it says in Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The facilitator can say ‘This is the 

situation we are in now’. 

 

 

 


